
Request for ARPA Funding for the Chicago Low-Income Housing Trust Fund  

 

What is the Chicago Low-Income Housing Trust Fund?  The Chicago Low-Income Housing Trust Fund 
(CLIHTF) was created by statute to provide rental support to families at or below 30% of the Area 
Median Income (AMI) ($27,950 for a family of 4 in Chicago). CLIHTF receives support from the State 
through the Rental Housing Support Program fund (RHSP), which is generated by a $10 fee on each 
recording of a deed. CLIHTF has seen declining revenue from the RHSP, from an average of 
$7,519,000 over eight years to an average of $4,618,000 over the last three years, which has limited our 
ability to provide rental support at a time when it is desperately needed. 

CLIHTF provides support through two programs: our Rental Subsidy Program, which provides direct 
subsidies to landlords on behalf of low-income families, and our Multi-Year Affordability through 
Upfront Investment (MAUI) program, which provides long-term affordable rental units by investing in 
the development of projects in exchange for a commitment to maintain a set number of affordable units 
for no less than 15 years. 

Need:   

There is a significant shortage of stable housing for the working poor, which is causing harm to Illinois 
families, businesses and communities. Households earning at or below 30% AMI are eligible for CLIHTF 
programs; meanwhile populations with incomes below this range are often the most difficult to house. 
According to the National Low-Income Housing Coalition, Illinois has a deficit of more than 131,000 
housing units affordable to families at this income level. A survey by IHDA shows that only 7.6% of 
existing rental units in Illinois are affordable to households making less than 30% AMI. According to data 
released by Housing Action Illinois in 2021, there are only 39 affordable and available units for every 100 
extremely low-income renters. We know that housing is a major determinant of health, and individuals 
and families who do not have access to stable housing face poorer health and education outcomes. 
Historically marginalized and minority populations are often most vulnerable to unstable housing. 

Benefit: 

The CLIHTF has projects ready to be funded that will provide affordable housing for hundreds of 
residents for the next 15+ years, which will result in long-term, stable housing for the working poor. 
The CLIHTF has the expertise to execute and fund the projects quickly, which will result in new, 
affordable housing quickly. Also, our MAUI projects include reentry housing for returning citizens.  

Ask: 

We respectfully request that the General Assembly allocate $15 million to support the Chicago Low-
Income Housing Trust Fund. This one-time infusion of emergency funding will allow the Chicago Low-
Income Trust Fund to create affordable units for hundreds of residents and their families over a 15-year 
window. This funding meets ARPA guidelines by placing the funding in escrow with the developers of the 
projects. Funding this program creates a significant ROI to the State.  

 

 


